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Issue 101

Readers are asked to suggest what might have been said when Prince Philip
visited the Claro stand at the Great Yorkshire Show in July.

Answers to the Editor – the best will be published in the next Clarion.

(photograph: Geoffrey Hensman)
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Useful Contacts

Chairman
Chris Dicken
74 Otley Road
Harrogate
N Yorkshire
HG2 0DP
Tel: 01423 505748

Secretary
Graham Ramsden
53 Almsford Drive
Harrogate
N Yorkshire
HG2 8ED
Tel: 01423 870767

Treasurer
Sandra Appleton
27 Hill View
Langthorpe
Boroughbridge
N Yorkshire
Y05 9BE
Tel: 01423 322867

Membership
Sheila Smith
24 Woodside Avenue
Burnholme
York
YO31 0QS
Tel: 01904 427612

Fixtures
Sue Birtwistle
The Damson House
Boroughbridge Road
Bishop Monkton
N Yorkshire
HG3 3QN
Tel: 01765 67709

Newsletter Editor
Lindsey Hensman
27 Harlow Oval
Harrogate
N Yorkshire
HG2 0DR
Tel: 01423 503817

Mapping
Geoffrey Hensman
Tel: 01423 503817

Equipment
John & Sue Birtwistle
See above

Schools/Development
Pete Pozman
Tel: 01423 359731

Publicity Officer, CCOL
& Compass Sport Cup
Phil Headford
Tel: 01423 538894

Social Secretary &
Relays
Lindsey Hensman
Tel: 01423 503817

Keeper of the YAHOO
mailing list
Mike Higlett
Tel: 01423 561069

Junior Rep
Duncan Birtwistle
Tel: 01765 67709

Committee Member
Allen Banister
Tel: 01423 863634

Coaching
Maria Mackenzie
Tel: 01388 768223

Club Website
claro-orienteering.org

Webmaster
Tim Moon
Tel: 01943 602429

British Orienteering
Website
britishorienteering.org.uk
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Editorial

On page 5 you will find the notice of the Claro AGM in October. With the club working to
increase participation in the sport, it would be great to have increased participation in the
AGM! This year it is planned to be more of a Social event, with a Pot Luck Supper and
orienteering- related games following the formal business. And don’t think that if you come
you will be pressurised to fill some vacant post – you won’t!

This issue sees some new contributors to the Clarion – thanks to them - and on page 15 there
are details of a Level 1 Coaching Course being funded by the YHOA in Sheffield. This is a
fully UKCC accredited course which will give you the skills to help Claro’s new members
(both adults and youngsters) become more proficient and increase their enjoyment of the
sport. You might even improve your own orienteering! A current First Aid certificate
(minimum 4 hr course) is needed, but can be completed at any time before the final
assessment. As mentioned in the details, YHOA will pay 50% of the cost of any First Aid
course, and Claro will pay the other half. So it’s all free!

Full information about coaching orienteering can be found in the Development section of the
British Orienteering website www.britishorienteering.org.uk/developing/index.php

Press date for the November Clarion will be October 19th. Please write something!

Chairman’s Ramblings

Well the Summer (if we can call it that) has been and gone, so we have the start of the
Autumn season to look forward to. But first a couple of thoughts on recent happenings. We
have had our first year of SOSO events, with mixed results, some better attended than others,
but overall I think a worthwhile enterprise and one to be repeated and to be even better next
year – see my separate article on this. The other highlight was attending the Great Yorkshire
Show and a line of Claro members stopping HRH, The Duke of Edinburgh, in his tracks.
Again a great publicity opportunity and many leaflets given out – next year’s stand is already
booked. Again see further article on this.

Looking forward it won’t be that long until the AGM. Please don’t groan and look away but
make a decision to come along. I am very keen to ensure this can be turned into a good social
event for one and all. Yes we will have to do the administrative chores, but this year with the
‘pot luck’ supper and an opportunity for some discussion on the club it should be something
everyone wants to turn up to. I would especially ask new members to come along – it’s
important for us to know your views and what better opportunity than this to meet other club
members ?

Of course the other issue is Club Chairman – how do you members want to resolve that ?

Hope to see you all out and about soon, if only I could get fit ……
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SOSO2008 (and 2009 ….) – Chris Dicken

Last year British Orienteering assembled, with the help of clubs, a Whole Sport Vision.
Their catchphrase was MP3 - more people, more places, more podiums. This, along with
some discussion on the club’s future at the last Claro AGM, led to our decision to promote a
series of introductory events this spring/summer known as the SOSO events – Street and
Open Space Orienteering. The main purpose behind these was to attract in newcomers to the
sport where they could try out Orienteering in a “Safe” environment without having to travel
miles. Including the already established Knaresborough Street Race, we put on a total of 5
events.

We had two very successful events in terms of newcomers – Valley Gardens and Harlow Hill
with around 30 new people trying out Orienteering at each event (some at both). The
Killinghall Moor and Conyngham Hall events were less successful in terms of new people,
but still worthwhile. We also had newcomers at the Knaresborough Street race.

I’m hopeful that some of these people will join the club, but we’ll have to see.

Thanks to everyone who planned/organised and others that turned up to help as all the events
went very smoothly. None of the events seemed (although I didn’t plan one !) to take too
much effort (especially compared to a district event) and “many hands made light work “ –
perhaps next year some others of you can volunteer ?

As with any first attempts we’ve learnt some lessons and I’m sure that next year we’ll be
more successful – I believe we have to try this for a few years to keep the momentum up.
One real lesson is that we need better publicity for these events and we already have thoughts
on that.

I’m hoping next year that we can get the West Park Stray mapped, and joining that onto
Valley Gardens would give a great opening event – with Registration by Betty’s for instance
– that would be a real profile raiser.

Another venue we hope to be able to use is the Great Yorkshire Showground after our
successful attendance at the Show itself. This could be opened out to the other Yorkshire
clubs and make for a special event.

But to be successful we’ll need the same sort of help as last year so please be ready to jump
to the challenge. Thanks.

Club O Kit
…… is available from the Secretary, Graham Ramsden (01423 870767), but there are only a
few left! A new, more streamlined (and expensive!) top is being designed which should be
available in the autumn – just the thing for your Christmas list! The tops we still have are
elbow length and cost £17, and the bottoms cost £12.
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Dob Park Event– Sunday 21 September

Claro kicks off the new orienteering season with a District Event at Dob Park in the
Washburn Valley (GR SE196499) This event is not only a Claro Club League fixture but
also the regional qualifying round of the Yvette Baker Trophy, the inter-club competition for
Juniors. So lots of opportunity for you to play a part in the day, not only by competing
(obviously!) but also by offering your assistance. All helpers run for free.

The Site Services Team, which includes car parking (hi-viz jacket, big arrows) currently has
no Team Leader, so if you secretly hanker after a job in Traffic Management, get in touch
with the event Organiser, John Birtwistle.

All Claro Juniors are needed for our team for the Yvette Baker Trophy competition- the
winners of the regional rounds go through to the final to be held on December 7th near Kings
Lynn. There are certain rules relating to which courses are to be run by which age groups,
but a brief inspection of the relevant British Orienteering guideline, Guideline O, suggests
that you will all be able to run whichever colour-coded course you normally do.

Dob Park, although a small area, is very varied with a steep, detailed section of woodland
close to Assembly, a network of paths suitable for the easiest of courses, and great views.
Most of the car park is hard standing, and Registration, Download etc will be in one of the
huts in the car park– all very compact! The best approach to the area from the Harrogate
direction is via Timble, although you can come through Otley. Starts are from 10.30 to
12.30. More details in the flyer on the back cover of this Clarion. See you there!

OCAD for All

The Club has now invested in a laptop computer specifically for Planning. It has a licenced
copy of version 9 of the course planning software OCAD installed, together with the latest
edition of all the Claro maps. This laptop is available to each event Planner for updating their
map, planning their courses and producing the control descriptions. The Club’s Mapping
Officer, Geoff Hensman, is happy to guide you through the process if needed, and will
organise the layout and printing of the maps in the week before the event.

Anyone can download a ‘free licence’ copy of version 9 onto their own computer from the
OCAD website, www.ocad.com/en/index.htm , (you have to register) which allows you to
plan up to five courses. The crucial thing is to set up a Course Setting file, and then import
the map as background. You can’t draw courses on the map file! Additional information on
using OCAD can be found on various other clubs’ websites including ECKO
www.ecko.org.uk/resources.html and the ever increasing number of “How To…”s on the
OCAD site.

A fascinating world awaits……


