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Editorial

First of all best wishes go to Frank Appleton for a speedy recovery after illness.  Perhaps we shall see you at Claro’s first event of the new season on Sunday 11 September – read Organiser David’s preview on page 4, with details in the flyer on the back of this Clarion.  

Claro’s historic Harvester is reported by Allen Banister, starting on page 5, with the Scottish 6 Day featured on page 10.  A round-up of the summer’s Club related events appears on page 13.

Club Nights receive a lot of attention this issue.  Club Coach David writes on page 4 whilst Chris Dicken offers the ‘user’s’ view (page 8).  And not only is there the usual Fixtures page in the middle, but also a few ‘dates for the diary’ on page 12.

My thanks to those who have contributed to this Clarion.  Articles and pictures for the November edition should be with me by mid October please – I am off on holiday before the normal publication date.
The Chair’s Leg
The summer is nearly over and hopefully you have managed to have some time away from your normal routine to partake of some relaxation of some form.  The Ramsden household travelled to the distant reaches of Cornwall for just over a week of camping, and trips to the beach to do some belly/body/boogie boarding (whichever you want to call it).  I remember when I used to do the same type of holiday with my parents, but at that time we used to have boards made of varnished plywood and dive around in our normal swimwear.  Nowadays the standard kit is a foam board and a wet suit.  I suppose it beats coming out of the waves, purple from the cold and with a rash from the rough wood!  

Having returned from holiday and got out of the ‘surfing dude’ way of thinking, back into the ‘usual’ routine, it’s another one of those moments when I tend to take stock of the year ahead.  The family diaries and calendars come out and we all sit round telling each other what we have booked or negotiate for what we would like to do up to the end of the year.  This, of course, includes all those orienteering events!  Let’s see, Claro colour coded events, Claro Club nights, Claro Thursday night footpath runs, Claro Club Orienteering League events, Claro AGM …… we certainly have a busy programme coming up.

Hopefully, I will see you at the first of the Club evenings on Wednesday 7 September and those of you that can’t make that, I will see at Harlow Hill on the 11 September.  

Claro’s Next Event: Harlow Hill, 11 September – David Gugan

Our first event of the new season is the local favourite Harlow Hill (including the top of Valley Gardens and, of course, Birk Crag for the longer courses).  

As usual the logistics for this are fairly straight forward, but helpers are always welcome and we will need at least four people to marshal the road crossings between Valley Gardens and the Pine Woods (two shifts, at two crossing points).  Offers of help would be gratefully received - either to the relevant team leader or to me, as I’m the organiser.  It's the first event I've organised, so I'm fully expecting the last-minute 'have you thought of...' from Chairman Graham…..

See the website and the flyer on the back of this Clarion for full details.  This is a golden opportunity to show your non-orienteering friends what you get up to on a Sunday and persuade them to have a go!
Claro Club Nights – David Stanier

Everyone is excited and maybe a little apprehensive about trying something new for the first time!  Wednesday Club Nights are just that – new and unfamiliar for anyone attending for the first time, the emphasis being on the Fundamentals of orienteering and showing that it is a social sport that can suit both the individual and family groups. 
The previous Club Nights were well attended by an enthusiastic cohort of club members and family groups, and more are welcome to sample the social and practical activities when we restart from the summer break on the 7 September at Rossett School.

The Club Nights are for meeting up and learning something new or the chance to revisit the basic techniques, with only as much physical output as the end of your busy day allows!  The sessions will be suitable for anyone new to orienteering, wanting to gain a better understanding of the map, techniques and more importantly what to do/take when you attend that first event!  There will be a steady progression in the planned sessions, though the emphasis will be supporting the less experienced or occasionally curious attendee.  
As a competitive sport, UK orienteering would hugely benefit from an increase in participation to ensure a healthy talent pool to select not only the future World Champions, but also our future Club officials and event organisers.  With this in mind, any opportunity that Club members become aware of which would benefit participation please put these forward on Club Nights.  An example before the summer break was the attendance of almost 20 eager participants from a local brownie group. All groups can be catered for with a little prior warning. 
I am away in September but the fantastic support of regular Club coaches means the Club Nights will be restarting as planned.  Please come along and introduce a friend (or someone else’s!) to orienteering.  I look forward to seeing everyone over the next few months.  If you want to get in touch, my new e-mail address is: d_jstanier@yahoo.co.uk 
Harvester Relay: Ecclesall Woods and Limb Valley Sheffield; July 2011. 

- Allen Banister.

Given the great responsibility of Team Captain, and before I have my arm twisted by our illustrious Newsletter editor, I am actually penning (well tapping the keyboard) this report within days of the event.  
Here’s one bit of plagiarism for you: 
The Harvester Relay is an overnight orienteering relay competition for teams of seven (A relay) or five (B relay) runners.  The A relay starts around midnight and the first legs are run at night with the race finishing in the light.  B Relay runners start an hour and a half after the A race and also finish in the light.  This year’s event will take place in Ecclesall Woods and Limb Valley. 

The event began in Ecclesall Woods in 1978 and was organised by the Combined Harvesters Orienteering Club (hence the name).  The concept was based on the Scandinavian relays of Jukola and Tiomila.  Over 80 teams took part in the first year with London club SLOW coming out on top.

So it returned to Ecclesall again in 2011; what an historic moment for Claro to enter a team again.  Someone else will have to let us know when the last Claro entry was.  (that’ll be me then……it was 11/12 September 1999 in the Forest of Dean when Claro had a team in both the A and B competitions.  The A relay team of Jason Inman, Janine Hensman, Siggy Gould, Simon Thompson, Andy Monro, Harry Dowdell and Rob Baker came a “stunning” 5th and the B competition team of Emma Moody, Andrew Kelly, Liz Day, Richard Hensman and Maria Mackenzie were – and again I quote from the Clarion – “ a pretty classy” 7th out of more than 50 teams.  ed)  
Team members this year, in running order were: Allen Banister, Mike Hind, Linda Kelly, Susan Birtwistle and Fraser Birtwistle.  We entered the B relay handicap event – our handicap of 23 points fell nicely within the limit of 26 points for the B relay, as despite fielding Fraser, our combined age was about 237 years (ouch).
I named the team the Claro Natterers; as well as the obvious inference; the Natterer’s bat is “A parkland and woodland species, often roosting in tree hollows, old timbers of barns, old house roofs and churches. Natterer's bat is distinguished by its white belly [O-Top!]”.
The event centre and camping area was dotted around the edge of a cricket pitch / playing field, and despite some heavy rain during Saturday the ground was is really good condition – definitely no Glastonbury despite the ever increasing swarm of tents being pitched; so trainers not wellies were fine for getting around.
SHUOC had the weekend well organised, and the Saturday BBQ extended well beyond the advised 20:00 finish time.  There was a great atmosphere around and I bumped into Pete Ward (ex-Claro member) who was competing for North Gloucestershire “Night Gazelles” in the A relay.
With my leg starting at 01:30, I decided to try and get some kip; so curled up in my tent shortly after 10:00pm with my phone right next to my head – on top of a box lid to make a bit extra noise.  I am deaf in one ear (pardon) and sleep with the good one firmly planted into the pillow (Paramo in this case) so extra noise to wake me up is essential.  At this point Mike hadn’t arrived – but I had every confidence. 
At 00:40 the alarm duly resonated next to me.  I poked a hand outside to feel the flysheet which was dry – a positive start.  Having got kitted up and collected my (sealed) map I joined the 35ish competitors waiting for the B start. 
Most of the relay legs were “gaffled” which means there were variations in the controls visited on some legs by runners on the same course.  If you have a look at the course results you will find it hard to sort it all out!  This meant that we weren’t all following each other.  The field around the event centre had little LED lights on the marked routes so it all looked very professional.  There were also projectors set up showing live results and GPS tracking of the “top” teams – more on this later.
If my alarm hadn’t woken the whole campsite, then the hooter starting the B relay must have done so.  I had to have a good look at the map as the controls were marked with the control number and the box number - a lot of numbers in the dark.  First control was about 1km – the opposite side of a big out of bounds area, so the route choice split the field straight away.  Have a look at the route gadget courses – my GPS upload is on the SAABA course, you can see that the area has a complex series of paths typical of urban woodland then looks like it has been splattered in green blobs.  In night orienteering, you really have to know exactly where you are all the time – in this area it was essential but keeping focussed in the early hours is a real challenge.  I had no major mishaps – there is plenty of time to navigate when you run as slow as I do!  I also used the main paths where practicable, having been advised by an A course first leg man (thanks Rob) that the minor paths were many and vague. 
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My biggest error was the last control, where “finish fever” took over and I didn’t follow the map carefully – it cost me a few minutes.  For lighting I had borrowed a club head torch, this faded away about control 15 (out of 20), so I resorted to my trusty reserve AA hand torch for the remainder (I had put the battery through 3 full cycles before the night).

At the finish a patient Mike was there ready and waiting to take over.  I then didn’t notice the finish box, so my finish time was after I had a look at the scores on the monitor and then wandered over to download.  For obvious reasons the maps were collected in at download.
I met up with Linda at this point who was up early for her leg, as we worked out what the live scoreboard was telling us, and watched the live GPS tracking of the selected teams.  There were 3 controls linked back to the event centre, one of them was punched both on the way out and the way back, the other 2 were a spectator control and the last control.  These gave a rough idea where your team member was. 
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Linda had decided to borrow Rob’s head torch instead of the other Claro one – probably wise as there was still very little light about at 4:00am.  As Mike was still out beyond the road crossing control, I decided to try and get some more sleep – alarm set for 7:00 so I could watch the finishes.  

First thing on waking up again was a brew; it was a nice morning as you can see from my tent entrance.

I discovered that all of our other “handovers” had actually been mini mass starts.  After the leading runners on a leg had been back a while, SHUOC let the remaining teams on the leg go as a group to try and keep the overall run times in reasonable control.
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The mini mass starts were all a bit later than originally predicted.  While I didn’t see Susan starting, I found this picture published – as you can see the leg 4 mini mass start was 05:30 with the sun just rising.
Unfortunately, where I had forgotten to punch the finish box, Mike forgot to download – he did have the longest leg!  So whilst the team was technically disqualified for this, you can see that based on time we finished 16th in the Handicap section, or 30th overall in the B relay.  The winners of the Handicap (Devilla Trophy) were the FVO Night Flyers; SYO took the overall honours as well as the A course Handicap and the Women’s Open.  Linda was our star performer being 23rd overall on leg 3.  Many thanks to the team for giving up the weekend to compete.
Presentations took place shortly after the finishes.  Mike Cope made an appearance – he was on the hunt for a club to put on the Harvester next year.  He also did the urban event, but for me it was time to go home.  I think SHUOC did a great job.  On the weekend – I hope we can put another team together for the Harvester again – depending on where and when the next one is……
Claro results:
Allen

  81.29 for 5.6km with 20 controls




Mike

152.06 for 6.8km with 23 controls




Linda

  52.43 for 4.3km with 19 controls




Susan

  82.19 for 6.0km with 20 controls




Fraser

102.38 for 8.2km with 26 controls

Claro Club Nights: come along and enjoy them! – Chris Dicken

As you’ll know from elsewhere, since the middle of May we’ve been holding a club night at Rossett School on Wednesday evenings.  These evenings have been aimed at attracting newcomers to Orienteering but they also exist for the benefit of all members.  
One of the problems with Orienteering as a sport is the lack of club identity / socialisation – turn up at an event on a Sunday, perhaps see another member in the car park if you’re lucky (if you’re new to the sport you wouldn’t even know them as a fellow club member), have a run and go home.  Contrast this to most other sports where the club premises, meeting and social side are an important element of the whole setup.
British Orienteering has been trying to change this around - hence the promotion of club nights throughout the country.  This is an opportunity for you not only to do some training – which may be aimed at newcomers but even experienced Orienteers will find useful – but to meet up on a regular basis, in the same place, same time with other club members.  It gives the club a chance to become, well a real club.  
I’ve been to the majority of the evenings and enjoyed them all.  The coffee/tea and biscuits and the chat at the end go down especially well and it’s good to have the time and space to discuss all things Orienteering and many things not, with other members.  With a few more coming along we could make this a real ‘hub of the club’, leading on to new ideas from newer members, more club activities, car sharing perhaps, more small events etc, etc.  More involvement from members would drive the club forward, supporting the committee.
At the SOSOs and at the Great Yorkshire Show we have given out about 150 flyers promoting the club night as an ideal starting point for people wanting to learn about Orienteering.  To get new people in they need to feel welcome and that we have a vibrant, active club – so the more members there are at club nights the better.  Hopefully when the nights start again on 7 September we’ll have some new people turning up – so if you can make it please come along.

Let’s try and make the club night a real focal point for the club and a springboard to expanding the membership and providing more activities – see you there.

Emergency First Aid Course

Harrogate Borough Council are running an Emergency First Aid course on Tuesday 15 November at Knaresborough Cricket Club.  It is aimed at everyone who is active or volunteers at sports events and provides a basic knowledge of resuscitation and First Aid, with a certificate valid for three years.  

Every orienteering event must have qualified First Aiders and Claro would pay the £25 course fee for any member who would like to do the training and join the team at our events.  The course runs from 6.30 to 9.30 and participants will receive a free basic emergency First Aid kit to take away.  Booking is being done directly with the Council.  The contact is Chris Rogers on 01423 556734 or e-mail chris.rogers@harrogate.gov.uk  and if you are thinking of attending, please let Claro Chairman Graham Ramsden know.
Looking Ahead – Fixtures and Social Events

CLARO Events

Club nights start again at Rossett on Wednesday 7 September, with Claro’s first event of the 2011/2012 season the following Sunday, 11 September, at Harlow Hill.  See David’s article on page 4 and the flyer on the back cover of this Clarion.  Pete Turner is the Planner.  If you are free to help on the day please let your team leader know well in advance, or contact Dave.  Helping shifts are arranged to give you plenty of time for your own run, and helpers run for free.  The event is also the first in the new CCOL.

Complex logistics for our night/day weekend on 10/11 December, as two different areas are being used – Killinghall Moor, scene of the recent club picnic, is the venue for the night event, and Dob Park, towards Otley, for the day event.  Planners are Sue Birtwistle and Andy Bowes, with Graham the Organiser both days

Thursday pub runs (see page 12) continue throughout the winter.  We tend to plan from week to week, but a few ‘seasonal’ outings are already fixed.  The Christmas Run and Social will be on 15 December from the Black Swan at Burn Bridge and the 11th Annual Claro Round the Stray Run is on 5 January.  Details for each week appear on the website.
Friday 13 January we are off to the Pantomime (see page 12) and Sunday 4 March is Claro’s next major event, at Guisecliff near Pateley Bridge.  You also need to pencil in Friday 16 March for the Club Dinner which is now in the planning stage, but Sunday 27 May is a definite for the Urban race. 

Other YHOA Events
Aire’s Dales Trophy weekend is on 17/18 September, with HALO and SYO having Regionals the following two weeks.  EBOR are hosting the UK Cup Final at Pickering Forest on Sunday 9 October.  You can try out the Harvester area, Eccleshall Woods, at an SYO Score event on Saturday 15.  EPOC have an event near Huddersfield on Sunday 23 and you can chase around the streets at Aire’s Fat Rascal races on 29/30 weekend.  EBOR’s Helmsley event on 13 November includes the 1st Round of the Yvette Baker Junior Competition – Claro will be having a team in this, so Juniors - put it in your diary!
Airienteers have an informal Olite series suitable for beginners on Saturday mornings.  

Further Afield

NN’s October Odyssey moves north to Hexham and Otterburn the first w/e of October and BL have a level B event at High Pike near Penrith on 9 October.  NATO is hosting the NE Night Champs (a bit soon surely?) on Saturday 15 with the Score Champs at Boltby (CLOK) on Sunday 23.

Details of all these events and several hundred others can be found on the British Orienteering website at www.britishorienteering.org.uk/event/findevent.php  
Claro Club Archive – Chris Dicken
It has been suggested that we should have a communal Club archive, charting all things Claro since the year dot.  I am hoping to start to collect material together for this over the winter months, when I supposedly will have more spare time, though looking at my diary this could be a false presumption.  Whilst I have quite a lot of stuff, especially the ‘formal stuff’ (fixtures, results, committees, Clarions, etc) I’m sure that there must be other bits and pieces that members have in their ‘personal’ archives e.g. press cuttings, photographs, mementos of special events, interesting stories, etc.  If so and if you’d be willing to let me have a copy, please do.

Exactly how and where this stuff is to be stored and presented has yet to be decided, though no doubt it’ll all end up in some sort of electronic format eventually.  But the first task is getting it all together, so I’ll wait in hope and see where we get to by next Spring.  Watch this space…..
The Scottish Six Day 2011
(all photographs by Chris Spencer, MOR)

The Scottish 6 Day event is held every two years, and in September 2009 the Clarion published an article by Tim reporting the startling lack of midges in the Perth area during the week.  This was, it seemed, because they were awaiting his arrival the following week for a holiday on the west coast …

So to discover that the 2011 6 Day was based in Oban (definitely classed as ‘Scotland, West Coast of’) generated a good deal of consternation, with a trip to the chemist and some preliminary scratching.  It also meant that some Claro stalwarts signed up for holiday events in further flung places, leaving just four groups of us risking the wildlife.  The Birties went because Duncan was running M21Elite, the Copes went because they like Scotland, the Hensmans went because they have family up there and the Barnes went because they go to everything!

There was a time when multi-day events during the holiday season were known as Holiday Events, meaning you would get shorter than normal courses as everyone was supposed to be relaxing and enjoying themselves.  But not any more, and certainly not this year where two of the 6 days were rounds of the UK Masters League and another day was a UK Cup race.  There have always been overall prizes for the 6 Day, with your start time moving from block to block each day for the sake of fairness, but such was the competitiveness generated this year that some people were arriving late with stories of car break-downs etc to ensure a change to a more favourable start time.  

Unusually for the 6 Day, the areas used were very close together, greatly reducing travelling time for the 3000+ competitors and preventing general traffic mayhem during the peak tourist season.  It’s a beautiful fact though that Scotland positively welcomes this influx of spending, especially in some of the more remote parts where the event has been held previously.  Put that many extra people in the Lake District in August, as NWOA do for their multi-day event every four years, and it’s a different story.

The areas themselves offered a variety of terrain - open moorland as well as forest - and included plenty of contour detail (much of it uphill!) and a goodly helping of bracken.  As mentioned above the courses were long, and the walks to the start often likewise.  There was just one seriously wet day of competition, with easily the best weather being on the rest day – perfect!
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Geoffrey and I were cajoled into the Day 1 Start Team to help the FVO organising effort – the 6 Day only happens as efficiently as it does because of assistance from several non-Scottish clubs and individuals.  The area was on the coast just to the north of Oban, and the main Start (there were three that day) was on the beach - very picturesque if somewhat exposed.  Geoffrey was in charge of the control description minute and I got the glory job of saying ‘ten seconds to go, you may step over the line and go on the long bleep’ every minute for two and a half hours.

GPS tracking was used for the leading athletes on M/W21E, and by any of the rest of us who knew the electronics co-ordinator and agreed!  (I do, but I didn’t….)  The Day 3 race was at Creag Mhic Chailein, probably the West Coast’s best area.  Elites, who had a variety of distances over the week, had a long classic race that day and their GPS trace was displayed in real time on a huge lorry-mounted screen as usually used at Scottish race courses (see picture below).  Of perhaps more general interest was the live ‘tv’ footage from various parts of the forest.  A number of people seem to orienteer by standing still…...!


[image: image2]

A Claro BBQ was held, as is customary at the 6 Day, and although it wasn’t quite warm enough for the beach, we did enjoy the luxury of the Cope Family log cabin and a fabulous view.

Best Claro result came from Duncan Birtwistle – now actually a member of Bristol where he is at Uni – who was 18th overall in M21E, a brilliant effort especially as he cut open his knee on Day 2 and spent part of most of the other days having ‘wound management’ in Oban hospital.  Other results were:

	Fraser Birtwistle
	M18
	37th
	
	Sue Birtwistle
	W50L
	50th

	John Birtwistle
	M55S
	  9th
	
	Lindsey Hensman
	W60L
	38th

	Geoffrey Hensman
	M60L
	76th
	
	Jackie Barnes
	W65L
	38th

	Mike Cope
	M60S
	41st
	
	
	
	

	Allen Barnes
	M65L
	26th
	
	
	
	


The New Season’s Social Calendar

Dark evenings create the perfect excuse for wimping out of training and keeping warm and dry indoors, but if you do want to get out there on the mean streets, Thursday evening runs (sorry, orienteering training) continue in well-lit parts from October starting at 7.00pm for about an hour (less if you run quicker) and are followed at around 8.15 with a pub meal.  The location is decided on a week to week basis depending on likely attendance.  There are occasional forays onto unlit tracks, so bring your head torch if you have one.  Details appear on the Claro website.

Several Thursdays in the season are fixtures in the Calendar, however, particularly the pre-Christmas get together at the Black Swan in Burn Bridge on December 15th (you don’t have to run, just come along for the meal afterwards) and the 11th Annual Claro Round the Stray Run on January 5th, parking at the Empress pub in Harrogate.  Round the Stray takes 45 minutes maximum, so if you do only one run this season, this is it!
One activity that is at the same place each week is the Claro Club Night – 6.30 at Rossett School in Harrogate.  Technique coaching, a few games and sociable tea and biscuits are available to all.  The new term starts Wednesday 7 September.  £2.50/£1.50, bring your friends.
“Come on”, I can hear you saying, “tell us about the Pantomime”.  OK, its Beauty and the Beast which (you’ll find this hard to believe) has never, ever been done at Harrogate Theatre before!  There will be the usual singing competition and goodies v badies chase round the theatre.  Claro members of the audience can be pretty entertaining too…  As usual we are going to the performance on the last Friday, 13 January, and the show starts at 7pm.  Tickets in the Circle will be £16 (same price as last time).  For those of you who want to eat beforehand, we will be going to Graveleys Fish and Chip Restaurant.
The Start of the New Season’s CCOL Events
	September 11
	CLARO
	Harlow Hill
	
	October   2
	SYO
	Wincobank
	
	

	September 18
	AIRE
	Conistone
	
	October   9
	EBOR
	Pickering
	
	

	September 25
	HALO
	Driffield
	
	October 23
	EPOC
	Storthes Hall
	
	


Picnic and Club Champs 
It was decided this year to combine the Club Champs with the last SOSO, and there was a large turnout of folk on a sunny if breezy day.  Arthur’s treasure hunt style courses made good use of the playing fields and surrounding woodlands for the juniors, and sent the more experienced into the wilds of Jennyfields to discover motor bikes in playgrounds and to count posts at the end of cul de sacs.  The locals must have been highly suspicious...
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The Club Champs is a handicap event – although it’s never clear exactly what the handicapping system is until afterwards (and sometimes not then).  The idea is just to make sure that someone different wins each year:- some small deviation from the competition norm can be just enough to clinch the title.  This year a new artistic talent was revealed to the world, with the illustrated answers provided by Debbie Handslip.  So congratulations to her on becoming 2011 Claro Club Champion, and next year’s organiser/planner.

Prizes were also presented for the new Simple Summer League – see below for Chris’s report and list of winners.  Then there were the trophies for the Claro Club Orienteering League, now at last up to date thanks to the hard work of Allen Banister.  Finally…..we got to the food!  A great spread, thanks to everyone’s contributions, and much enjoyed by all.  A good Club afternoon.

SOSOs 2011 and the First SSL - Chris Dicken

Well SSL stands for Simple Summer League, but as Summer came and went in April, we were a bit late for that.  This year we held 5 SOSO events, with the last one also doubling up as the Club Championship event with picnic.  
The committee had decided at the start of the year that we should refocus the SOSOs a bit, to provide some small local events for Claro members as the main orienteering season comes to a close.  I think we did this quite well, whilst also holding onto the principle of making them suitable for newcomers and hopefully attracting complete novices.  As usual the number of non-members that turned up varied somewhat and was not huge in numbers.  However attracting anyone new to orienteering is always good and we live in hope.
For the club’s members I think the SSL along with the provision of a ‘long’ course (nominally a Green) gave a good reason to come along.  This seemed to work, with a total of 28 seniors and 13 juniors taking part over the series of events and towards the end, with both the men’s and ladies’ classes being close, an element of suspense (and even competition) crept in.
The SOSOs also provide a good opportunity for members who haven’t planned before to have a go on a low key event, learn the basics of planning and everything else associated with an event, with little pressure.  I’m happy this year that a fair few new people have got involved and are also moving on to bigger things – this helps to relieve some of us old hands from having to do lots of planning/ organising – I’ll be looking for more newbies next year so feel free to volunteer at any time !
The SSL Results – 

Junior Girls:

Winner Helen Bowes, 

runner up Rebecca Wood

Junior Boys:

Winner Mark &James Wood,
runner up Luke Parker

Senior Ladies:
Winner Sue Birtwistle

Senior Men: 
Winner Damian Handslip

A small prizegiving was held at the picnic, where various types of chocolates were presented – either to give the winners yet more energy or to fatten them up to slow them all down next year!

Finally many thanks to all who planned and controlled, sharing it out makes it easier for all.  Thanks also to all the Claro members who turned up and ran – there’s nothing worse than putting in all the effort to plan an event and having few takers – and of course who helped out with running the events.  Here’s to next year’s…..

Job Vacancies

Chris Shovelton, long-time Claro Auditor and more recently an enthusiastic Publicity Officer, is giving up these two posts due to other commitments.  Replacements are being sought – obviously you don’t need to combine the roles – and Chairman Graham can give you more details.

Auditing is a once a year (September) job and you don’t have to be an accountant to fill the role – it just involves checking that the Club Treasurer isn’t embezzling the funds or using the bank account for money laundering purposes! 

Publicity Officer, on the other hand, is pretty well what you make of it.  Ideally the Club needs someone keen and able to engage with the local paper, Stray FM, the Council, local sports shops, running clubs, schools and the general public.  In other words, joining the Club to the outside world, and hopefully the world to Claro. But any part of this would be of enormous help to raise public awareness of the fun and fitness to be gained from orienteering.  You enjoy it, so let’s spread the word and get more people involved.

Chris will be leaving these two posts at the AGM in October, the Auditing having been completed by then, and will be happy to answer any queries you may have.  It would be useful for the Publicity Officer to be on the main Committee (eight meetings a year) although Chris hasn’t.  Please do think seriously about whether you are able to offer your time to the Club.
Claro Orienteering Club

Notice of the 21st Annual General Meeting

(With Club social event and pot-luck supper)

The 21st Annual General Meeting will be held during October 2011.
Agenda

1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of the 20th AGM held on 24 October 2010

3. Chairman’s Report

4. Treasurer’s Report

5. Membership fees

6. Appointment of Auditor

7. Election of Officers and Committee Members

· Chairman

· Treasurer

· Secretary

· Fixtures

· Committee Members (3)

8. Appointed posts

· Membership Secretary


Newsletter Editor

· Relays Secretary



Equipment Officer

· Social Secretary



Schools Liaison Officer

· Committee Junior Representative

Publicity Officer

· Mapping Officer



CCOL Organiser

· Compass Sport Cup Co-ordinator

Web Master

· Coaching Co-ordinator


Footpath Run Co-ordinator

9. Any other business

As you can see from the agenda, the AGM will take the usual format, reviewing the Club happenings over the past year and providing insight into what the Club will be doing over the next year.  Please don’t be hesitant about coming, you will not be press-ganged into doing any of the formal roles and for the benefit of the Club it would be nice to see as many members as possible at the meeting.  However, if you would like to help, in any way, or if there is anything that you would like to be discussed, then please contact me and I will include it in ‘Any other business’.  

As happened last year, after the ‘formal’ business of the AGM, there will be a pot-luck supper (all you need to do for this is to bring along a dish or two of your choice: salads, pork pie, bhajis, samosas, chilli, quiche, crisps, fruit salad, bread, cake, dessert, etc) and drinks are available from the bar at the Centre.

There will also be some orienteering related entertainment for everyone to join in with after your supper has settled.  

If you need to contact me, Graham Ramsden, my telephone number is (01423) 870767 or my email is grahamr@claro-orienteering.org.

[image: image10.jpg]B



[image: image3.emf]
Perfect punching technique – Jackie at the Scottish 6 Days


(Photograph: Chris Spencer, MOR)





There it is!  Brimham before the rain


(photograph: Chris Shovelton)





Spot the finish box - and this is in daylight!





Susan “snapped” at the start.





Geoffrey at the Day 6 start – after 220m of climb!





The Day 3 ‘big screen’





Allen starting on Day 1





Mike on Day 3





Debbie receiving her prize from Arthur – in the foreground is the vast collection of CCOL trophies


(Photograph: Christine Hayes)
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